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Teen Pregnancy Rates Decreased among Sexually Active Teens.
q Each year, approximately 750,000 to 850,000 teenage women in the United States experience pregnancy. 10, 11 Seventy-four to 95 percent of teen pregnancies are unintended. 12,13 q In 1999, the estimated U.S. teen pregnancy rate was 87 pregnancies per 1,000 females ages 15 to 19-a drop of 25 percent from the 1990 rate of 116. 14, 15 [Note: 1999 is the most recent year for which published pregnancy data is available.] q Some researchers attribute 75 percent of the decline in U.S. teen pregnancy rates to better contraceptive use among sexually experienced teens and 25 percent of the decrease to increased abstinence; others credit the two factors about equally. The decline in U.S. teenage abortion rates partly reflects declining pregnancy rates. It may also reflect restrictive abortion laws, limited availability and accessibility of abortion providers, and decreased public funding.
q
Between 1989 and 1995, less than one percent of babies born to never-married U.S. women were relinquished for adoption.
18
Many Births Occurred to Teens Living in Poverty and to Unmarried Teens.
q Compared to teens from higher income families, poor and low-income teens are somewhat more likely to be sexually active and somewhat less likely to use contraceptives or to use contraception successfully. Poor and low-income adolescents make up 38 percent of all women ages 15 to 19; yet, they account for 73 percent of all pregnancies in that age group. Teenage mothers are much less likely than older women to receive timely prenatal care and are more likely to smoke during pregnancy. As a result of these and other factors, babies born to teenagers are more likely to be preterm and of low birth weight and are at greater risk of serious and long-term illness, of developmental delays, and of dying in the first year of life compared to infants of older mothers. Both adult and teen women today are less likely to marry in response to a pregnancy than were earlier generations and are also less likely to choose abortion. 2 In 2002, about one-fourth of all non-marital births occurred among teenagers. 16 Non-marital birth rates were highest among women ages 20 to 24 and 25 to 29, followed by 18-to 19-year-old and 30-to 34-year-old women (71, 62, 59, and 41 per 1,000 women in the given age group, respectively). Teens ages 15 to 19 and 15 to 17 had lower non-marital birth rates (35 and 21, respectively). 
